
 Fall 2022 Program Advisory Committee Minutes 
 October 20, 2022 

 Program:  Electricity 
 Members Present:  Nick Humerian, Anthony Santo, Adam  Munroe, David 
 Keenan, Hannah Lilly, Edward Colbert, Mason Coughlin (Student), Rick Coughlin 
 (Parent  ),  Richard Whitaker, Jared Norkiewicz, Robert  Brown 
 Program Facilitator:  Christos Xerras 
 Committee Chair:  Andrew Gallione 
 *Mr. Gallione was unable to attend.  He had a more important event later that 
 week, his wedding, on October 22.  The Committee extends best wishes to Andrew 
 and his wife, Meghan. 

 Program Updates  (enrollment, curriculum, equipment  & projects/field work, etc.) 
 Mr. Whitaker reported that the enrollment continues to be high with 30 sophomores 
 (including the five that were added over the summer), 25 Juniors, and 26 Seniors. 
 The committee was surprised by the number of students and questioned how much 
 time instructors were able to spend with each student.  Mr. Santo inquired about on 
 and off campus projects and noted the importance of a strong residential wiring 
 component.  Mr. Keenan asked about the status of the Larkin Project, reminding 
 the committee that the electrical program was expected to begin work on the site 
 several years ago.  Mr. Norkiewicz listed several on-campus projects including 
 work in Gallant Hall, sign lighting, and work in the animal classroom areas.  Mr. 
 Whitaker noted that several off campus projects are in the planning stages, 
 including municipal work in Beverly, Danvers, Peabody, and Marblehead.  Mr. 
 Xerras informed the committee that juniors and seniors have been relocated to an 
 area in the basement of Gallant Hall, to be used as a staging area for on and off 
 campus work.  Mr. Humerian inquired about what the students do when that type of 



 work is not available, or if the electrical part of the job is held up by other trades. 
 Mr. Brown reminded the committee that two Partnership students continue to study 
 the trade from noon to 2:30PM every day.  It was noted that through various 
 grants, that the shop has continued to enjoy consistent updates of equipment and 
 supplies and is grateful for the opportunity to acquire these items and add them to 
 the curriculum. 

 Curriculum Bias/Programmatic Review 

 Noting that the Electrical Program uses the National Electrical Code as its 
 primary text, and that the technical component of the program does not use 
 personal references.  When employment or other personal references are made in 
 discussions, every effort is made to be inclusive with regard to race, ethnicity, 
 belief system, disabilities, socio-economic status, gender, appearance, family 
 structure, and gender identity.  That being said, the Curriculum Bias Review form 
 was completed with NA (not applicable) for written curricula and/or texts used by 
 the program. 

 Cooperative Education Update 

 Mr. Norkiewicz reported that 20 of the 26 seniors eligible for co-op are out 
 working for local contractors. 

 Employment Outlook/Industry Trends 

 Mr. Munroe and Mr. Keenan noted that while the availability of work continues to 
 be plentiful, there has been a noticeable slowing of jobs.  Mr. Xerras added that the 
 most recent data from several Electrical Trade publications suggest that the 
 recession is starting to impact the trade, and an economic downturn seems likely. 
 Ms. Lilly agreed, adding that she has recently been laid off from her job working 



 for a union electrical contractor.  Mr. Rick Mason, an iron worker, also agreed 
 based on his observation of the work activity in Boston.  Mr. Colbert remained 
 cautiously optimistic, suggesting that the variety of electrical trade concepts 
 included in the curriculum make our students well prepared for a slowdown in new 
 construction. 

 Recommendations for Program  (including budget needs  for FY24) 

 All members agreed that some type of residential construction trainer be installed 
 on campus in lieu of a new construction residential project.  Mr. Whitaker 
 explained the idea of a framed shell inside the shop to use for this.  Mr. Norkiewicz 
 noted that a Habitat for Humanity” type project would be ideal for this use. 
 Mr. Humerian suggested the budget is increased proportionally based on the 
 increases in materials cost and student enrollment.  The committee agreed that this 
 idea was reasonable. 

 Financial Fair Recruitment 

 Members were notified of the scope and intent of the Financial Fair and asked to 
 consider participating. 

 New Business 

 No new business  . 

 The meeting adjourned at (time):  8:20 PM 


